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Quayle Em- 
barrassed by 
Murphygate 


(Special to VCN) 
Starry-eyed golfer, 
draft-evader, and con- 
servative darling J. 
Danforth Quayle made 
headlines for the first 
time in many months 
with his assertion that 
the recent Los Angeles 
riots were a direct result 
of Murphy Brown (a 
well-to-do, fortyish, un- 
married anchorwoman) 
having a baby on prime- 
time TV. Quayle was 
not aware that Brown, 
played by Candice 
Bergen, is a fictional 
character. A _ source 
close to Quayle sug- 
gested to AP News that 
the golfer was confused 
and distressed, and had 
wondered aloud, “How 
can she be a fictional 
character? She’s on 
TIMES 


by Mik an | 

Today’s article is about economics, but keep reading because this won’t put you 
to sleep like every other economics article does. Most people, when they think at all about 
economics, say “economics...ick!” This article will explain why. Remember, if you start 
feeling drowsy, keep reading. 

Let’s start with the word “economics.” It’s a distasteful word, and with good 
reason: the Greek root “ec” comes from the Latin root “ick,” which is a disgusting slimy 
disease tropical fish get all over their bodies and sometimes even die from. Hence the term. 
Think “ickonomics.” 

The New York Times reported some startling economic news recently (April 21, 
1992). They said that the Federal Reserve Board (think: a bunch of rich white guys) and 
the Internal Revenue Service (you know who they are: vindictive rich white guys) figured 
out that in the ‘80’s the rich got richer than ever. No kidding! 

How rich is this? Well, I’ll tell you. Take the wealthiest 834,000 households in 
this household-rich land of ours. (Keep reading) Thistiny amount of people, which is about 
one percent of all Americans, made more money during the *80’s (almosta trillion dollars 
more) than the un-wealthiest 84,000,000 households, which is about ninety percent of all 
Americans, and almost certainly includes you. 

Picture this: you’re inaroom with 99 other people — women and men of all ages 
and colors. One of them (no doubt a white guy) made more money during the last decade 
than ninety of the rest of you all put together! If you’re even remotely like me, you'll be 
asking yourself “What’s wrong with this picture?” Well, I’ll tell youagain. (Keep reading) 
Let’s use the Socratic Sure-Fire Question-and-Answer Approach: 

. What’s falling apart in this country? 

. Everything. 

What do we need to fix what’s falling apart? 
Money. 

. Where is most of the money? 

. Being hoarded by one percent of the people. 

. Huh, Well. Oh. How about that? 

. How about that, indeed?. 

Did you know, gentle (keep reading) reader, that in 1955, any extremely rich 
people were taxed at 91% of their incomes? This means a huge chunk of their money went 
to Washington and tumed into stuff like jet bombers and dams and highways and then 
through a cute little critter called revenue-sharing that’s almost dead now (thanks, Ronnie 
and George), a bunch of that money came to the states, which in the recent past — unlike 
now — could afford to ship a generous amount out to the towns, where you live. What 
percent do those millionaires’ and billionaires’ incomes get taxed at now? 31%, max. So 
what happened to all that cash the government formerly spent to buy things and fix things? 
The rich people got to keep it! 

And even this nutty arrangement might have worked out if the rich people actually 
used the money they no longer paid out in taxes to invest in America’s factories and stores 
and social services and everywhere else the rest of us work to put bread on the table. Instead, 
they did three things (keep reading): 1) they kept it; 2) they bought huge corporations, then 
laid off lots of employees to make their new project “more efficient”; 3) they closed down 
their American factories, and moved them to foreign countries because the labor is cheaper. 

Now, somebody’s gonna say, “Mike, Mike...you’re too simplistic.” Horsepuckey! 
It couldn’t be any simpler! Real rich people got way richer the last decade because Ronnie 
and George, who have lots of rich friends, persuaded Congresspeople, who have lots of rich 
friends, to change the laws. And the newspapers didn’t blow the whistle on them, and the 
TV anchor-stars didn’t blow the whistle on them. And we the people let them. 
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There used to be these guys 
who would stand up on the steps of 
Aztec pyramids and screamall day long. 
They were professional moumers. You'd 
give ‘em money, and they'd mourn for 
you. 

Let’s say your baby got its hand 
bit off by a jaguar or something. You 
can't deal with it. You can’t, you know, 
go talk to the jaguar, but you think you 
must have done something wrong or 
else the baby wouldn't have gotten bit. 
So you go down to the Aztec temple, 
give the mourner some money, he kind 
of becomes depressed for you, kind of 
lets your depression sink into his skin, 
and then he screams to the gods — and 
then you feel better, because you figure 
the gods got the message, that you were 
a little depressed by this thing with the 

jaguar. 

Today we have the exact same 
thing. 

They’re called daytime talk 
shows. 

Here’s how it works: 


Somebody comes on the show’ 


who needs to mourn. Maybe the show 
is about “Ex-Wives Who Got Dumped 
For Teenage Girls.” And that’s the spe- 
Cific thing that they’re mourning about, 
but it’s not the important thing. What's 
important is that they want to mourn. 
Because think about what would hap- 
pen if you found an ex-wife who got 
dumped, but said, “You know what? If 
he really wants a young girl,then I’m 
happy he found what he wanted, and I’m 
happy that | found that out about him” 

The show would fall apart. 

This person has no desire to 
mourn. 

So you've got to wanna wail a 
little bit. Otherwise all these talk shows 


OF Bos BRIGGS 


would be over in five minutes. (In fact, | 
saw a Donahue Show one time where a 
woman clearly had no malice toward her 
daughter, who had taken her husband 
[the daughter's stepfather] away. The 
audience was outraged, even suggest- 
ing that there was something wrongwith 
any woman who could continue to have 
a friendly relationship with a daughter 
who would do that.) 

So rule number one is: You 
must be upset. You must mourn. So 
what’s next? 

The mourner tells his or her story. 

“Well, Phil, | thought | had ev- 


erything.” A lot of ‘em start out this way. 


What they're doing is setting us up, just 
exactly the way a comic sets up a joke. 
Because first you have to “have every- 
thing,” then /ose everything, and only 
thenwill you be able to mourn properly. 

“Well, Phil, | thought | had ev- 
erything. Butthere was something gnaw- 
ing away inside me. | had my suspicions 
when he first started buying all the New 
Kids on the Block records. | knew they 
weren't for me and they weren't for him, 
but | never dreamed they were for our 
babysitter.” 

Rule number two: 
blindsided.” 

You can't really start mourning 
unless something is taken away sud- 
denly and unfairly. 

Rule number three: “I was na- 


“lI was 


ive. 

You can't really start mourning 
unless the world is a big complicated 
place that you didn’t really understand 
until this happened. 

Now the host will ask a bunch of 
questions. The questions are just to 
make the set-up even better. They're all 
versions of “You had everything, didn't 
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you?” and “You have nothing now, don't 

you?” e ; ’ i 

And now we get to the big mo 
e show: 

awe Haeen what do you think?” 

And the audience begins to 
mourn. They usually mourn for the 
person that just told the story. Here's 
how they do it: 

“| was just wondering if you ever 
spoke to the babysitter directly after you 
found out — because | know, that in my 
experience and the experience of other 
women who have had to deal with infi- 
delity, it sometimes helps to vent that 
hostility.” 

Two things here: 

1) It's not really a question. It 
looks and sounds like a question, but it's 
actually a form of mourning. The lady is 
saying, “Here, lemme wail with you for a 
minute.” 

2) It takes this lady's story and 
makes it universal. She’s doing the 
same thing the wailer onthe Aztectemple 
did. Justlike he said, “I’llask Quetzalcoatl 
the God why this happened,” this lady in 
the audience is saying, “Why did this 
happen? How can this happen? Isn’tis 
terrible that this happens over and over 
again?” 

And now the feeding frenzy 
begins. You can tell how successful the 
mourning is by how much applause each 
speaker gets. 

“| think any man who would do 
that should be taken out and shot.” 

This will always get a big hand, 
because it’s clear, precise, and ex- 
presses what the more bashful mourn- 
ers are afraid to say themselves. 

And then if you really wanna 

keep things moving, you can put a paid 
professional mourner on the panel with 


the first moumer. These are called ‘Dey. 
chologists.” They're usually selling booke 
with titles of specificthings we can Mourn 

about: 

“How To Get Out of an Abusive 
Relationship” 

“Living With an Alcoholic” 

“Learning To Deal With Obe. 
sity” 

These are all just ways of say- 
ing, “Here, I'll show you how to Pick 
something out in your life that you re 
doing wrong and mourn about it all day 
long until you feel better.” 

Watch these shows, and Study 
the rhythm of them. Watch how, the 
worsethe story is, the ouderthe mourn. 
ing, the more excited the audience get. 
They only really come alive when the 
group mourning begins. 

Lemme make this simple: 

You're not doing anything 
wrong. 

And if you are doing anything 
wrong, you're not doing anything more 
than any of the rest of us. 

Wonder why you're a little de- 
pressed after watching several of these 
shows in a row? Because all they do is 
stir up the part of you that stares at your 
navel and makes you realize how lousy 
your life is! Who needs it? 

These are not talk-show hosts. 
They're quacks. 


- To discuss the meaning of life 


with Joe Bob, or to get free junk in the 
mail and Joe Bob's world-famous news- 
letter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO Box 
2002, Dallas, TX, 75221. Joe Bob’s Fax 
line is always open: 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT 1992 CREATORS SYN- 
DICATE, INC. 
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Q. What proportion of the medical 
students are women now? 
A. About 38 percent. 


Sex stimulates the adrenal gland. 
The gland secretes cortisone. The 
cortisone relieves pain and swell- 
ing in inflamed joints. A doctor 
was quoted here to that effect 
some time back. He said he 
explains it to certain of his patients 
before telling them what they 
ought to do for their arthritis. 
Oldest printed matter of record 
was a Chinese message, set in 
type almost 1,000 years before 
Gutenberg came up with his 
European moveable marvels. The 
message translates: “Beware Of 
The Dog.” 


You might want to tell the fellow on 
the next stool that Americans drink 
a bottle of scotch every eight 
seconds. 

If you slice the onions before you 
cut up the celery, your-hands won't 
smell oniony, says a household 
hintologist. 

There are bedbugs out there that 
feed on nothing but the blood of 
bats, I’m told. 

A centipede’s legs might fall off at 
the lightest touch. 


Q. How much coffee does 
McDonald's pour down the drain 
every year? 

A. Couple of million dollars’ worth, 
according to their calculators. 
The bicycle started out as a fad, 
but it was pioneer to just about all 
the ways we now get around. It , 
led to the motorcycle, and its 
offshoot, the motorboat. It also led 
to the automobile. And you know 
about those bicycle mechanics, 
Wilbur and Orville Wright. 


The poet Alfred Lord Tennyson 
was engaged to Emily Sellwood 
for 14 years before they finally 
married. 

Another gesture said to be com- 
mon to all people on earth is the 
tossing of the hands into the air as 
an expression of frustration. 

Q. What were the first U.S. coins 
made of? 

A. The silver from Martha 
Washington’s table service. 
Speaking of the Wright brothers, 
the first publication to print an 
eyewitness account of their air- 
plane flight was a magazine called 
“Gleanings in Bee Culture.” 
You can get 58 words in a typical 
30-second commercial. 


Q. At what age is the average 
person in the best physical condi- 
tion? 

A. Age 10 usually is so desig- 
nated. That's when the average 
person sees best, too. It's also the 
statistically safest year of life. 
New Hampshire’s Constitutional 
Bill of Rights contains “the right of 

revolution.” 
Literal meaning of the Italian pasta 
“linguine” is “little tongues.” 

Q. What does the “fell” in “one fell 

swoop” mean? 

A. Fierce, cruel, terrible, destruc- 
tive, painful. Comes from the 
same old word that produced 

“felon.” 


Parsley is poison to parrots. 
The prognosticators think the 
average speed on California's 

freeways will slow down to 19 mph 
by 2010. 


Professional dancers have not 
always enjoyed the best of reputa- 
tions. In England, even the law 
was written to discriminate against 
them. As late as 1936, a dancer 
couldn't rent an apartment or buy a 
car without a co-signer who could 
claim a more honored profession. 
You get more Vitamin C in straw- 
berries than in oranges. 
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Historically, when the unemploy- 

ment rate goes up 1 percent, the 

suicide rate goes up 4.1 percent, 

and the homicide rate goes up 5.7 
percent. 

Takes one coffee tree all year to 
grow enough beans to supply you 
with just one pound of ground 
roast. 

A student who graduates from a 
Japanese high school has had six 
years of English. 

It's known that ancient Egypt's 
Ramses Il, as his annual personal 
sacrifice to the gods, gave beer-- 
about 30,000 gallons of it. 
Computer runs on firearm records 
indicate the loaded gun in your 
house is 43 times more likely to kill 
you or a member of your family 
than to stand off some intruder. 
Jamaica has its firsts. There, in 
the mid-1770’s, an arthritic planter 
named John Tharpe installed 
what's believed to have been the 
Western Hemisphere’s first bath- 
room with both hot and cold 
running water. 

Realize | already reported a 
penguin has more feathers than 
any other bird. A lot more. But 
were you aware penguins have 
blubber? 
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- Sweatshirts - 
- Jewelry - 

- Accessories - 


WORLDS APART 


THORNE S « ISO MAIN Sr. 


ENVIRONMENTALLY 
RESPONSIBLE PRODUCTS 


17 Strong Ave., Northampton @ 584-0010 


te Nite OM gS gE ata et fl A tt et i ag tt — AE ce se Oe eee, nee LIS AN 


| THE ENVIRONMENTAL PREZ HINK?R: TY vad, oat ee i 


OK, PETURE THIS: ETERNAL NOTHINGHESS EXTENDING 
EXDLESSLY IN ALL DIRECTIONS AND THERE RIGHT IN THE 
“AIDDLE"” 13 THIS INFIHITESMALLY MINUTE “ PAzTICWE” 

TWiKE THE SIZE OF THE ENDLESS /OTHINGNESS SuRZOUN DING, 
jv. West, THe ATE EV6GER DECIDES To axRope 


AN VO/LA , SHIT HAPPENED AND 


EVEZYTHING. You see! 
i) ub SOUNDS AKE GENISIS /:/ 


REGISTRATION 


. THE BIG BANG vs THE BIG GUY 


EARTH SUMMIT TRANSLATION 


__Zero Emissions" ___“Climate Change” 


\NILL Co 
OUT OF THE 
MEETING 


WHAT A MESS! VioLENCE, DRuGs, 
AIDS, WAS, STARVATION, THaT 

OZONE CRAP, PottoTio/, RADI/AT/aN, 
CHEMICALS, EALTHQUAKES , STEROIDS, 


oplmetable 


{ Tad ~ 
To ATTEND 


To 
RE-E 


LASTDAYS 


DIST. 


. we | NOTHER CITY Lx 
i - BAN ScUTIeD BY ROSS? eibag: 
ald ———$ fa 


SOUNDS LIKE NIELSEN 2)-¢ 


RATINGS 
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5 5 In 1973 Fenk 
Hes lleva < To sees 
dairy O(oducts 
G. HoPKins thy 
s AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND THE ART OF HUNTING 
-B 


Wen $\00,000 
| 
pee. a “aS — GREAT HOLLYWOOD SEQUELS — 
Putnam Goodwin-Boyd Ve G: 


dog feathers by Giles Hoping 
: Gi yt - 


bi 
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Pro- bowlers 
Tour. 


4p 


On the 
TARZAN MEETS QUASIMODO 


MoRE SociAL S' uGCesM ONS From WipEo-To- Go : fepsonal. Detve-Iv 


On a Balmy eve; stick Ty +VeR out d wihdow, Serve Popcorn W/Cheez Whiz. , 
and ke From open Vehicles w/Assorled vives Nuts 


Honey; tell oT1§ to sia pint 


+ 
excuse me, could you puGLT Ep 


turn up the Volume ust a Ari 
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ILLUSTRATION & DESIGN 


Specializing in posters, flyers and other 
promotions for , F 


Blake Phillips (413) 584-7285 
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LOCAL HEROES: FIPRNGAA tli 


rn Tihe Begining Wit 
Qy/created the Heav- 
4 ens and they arth. 


rey 
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Mark K, Anderson 
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HERBERT SUDPENLY REALIZED HE HAD NEVER 
SEEN A PIGEON WALK BACIXWARDS . 


wily ARE You LOOKING 
So Down TooAay ? 
Hoi Sok RES 


L dont ave a car sol dent take — 


aan Siete of road 4axes, don't 
Te ceive ope Loans oF public. assis-] a 
nee ae, have kids im oie, ax | 
somti AuM\ lessons ana on 
rervible REX All the things | 
Pe \ AGve because ; 
io FUND THE busy p&@yin 
despicable yernmen 4, 
Recent memoky: 
s 


pe" : 
€ $4%L Gailour Ana the Evtf war! 
- | 


| HEY look —Navtilys ( 
. © You Think they 'd *_ 
a ee: roorn tO ether? 
maiee We Can ll the 
bank Ona stop your Check? 
ees” ae 


Zive decided that anal year, 
Tim Ni whe ma iny - 
2 'm omy tes (al to prifon Tor 
tay evasion inStead.. 14's the 
only way 40 live the American 
Cream anymore ! 


le View Feom The FEPENT-HOUSE TRegENTS: No TAXATION WITHOUT AGGRAVATION 
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— Hip, Hot, and Happening asi, a set = 
PSV Woy 137! Primal ‘FimeFelevision er ot) a 


h, Norman Mailer, Roger 
d Saddam Hussein have in 
al Time Magazine on May 
er — these men all suffer 
f you had guessed cor- 
trip to Teaneck. Why 
man in that city who’s 


What do George Bus 
Clemens, Clarence Thomas, an 
common? If you watched Prim 
27, you’d know the easy answ 
from testosterone poisoning. I 
rectly, you would have won a 


Teaneck? To visit a patriotic wo 
answering the Japanese by training cats to do impressions 


of our President. Instead of chimpanzees, which is what 
the Japanese are working with. Why cats? Well, this 
woman, whose name I forget, but if you go to Teaneck, 
youcan’tmiss her, told the interviewer that a person doing 
a presidential impression has to look just like the Presi- 
dent, but the cat represents the President. I knew right 
then I wouldn’t get up for a beer until the whole show was 
over. 

Good thing I didn’t, too, or I might have missed 
the debate of the lesser-known candidates. If you missed 
it, here’s who’s running: some dude from the Consoli- ’ 
dated Porridge Party, who thinks we can end the recession 
by eating bigger breakfasts, an Ollie North clone from the 
October Surprise Party, Richie Rich, from the Comic 
Book Party, a certain Sister Mary from the Nun of the 
Above Party, and a couple others who have more to offer 
than the three amigos we see on TV every day. 

This show had alot of great stuff. Ithad humanity: 
a 6-step program for people who don’t have time for a 
whole 12 steps. It had high art: Shakespeare, read by 
Johnny Most, formerly of the Celtics. It had sports (see 
Shakespeare). Even the commercials were enlightening 
— stuff like same-day HMO service, and a spray shield 
that protects us from the thinning ozone, so we can go on 
thinning the ozone without worrying about it. 

These actual people in Amherst— Russell Powell 
and Anne Teschner — produced and directed Primal 
Time Magazine. There’s also a cast and production staff © 
of dozens of other Valley residents, including well-known 
area personalities Buddy Rubbish and Leo T. Baldwin. © 
Primal Time Magazine got shown on 16 local cable 
stations from Brattleboro to Agawam on May 27, and is 
showing around New England in June. Just imagine: real 
television, right here in your backyard. The Comic News 
says find out who taped it and go see it. 


GOJNG ON VACATION??? 
If you do, take along a copy of The Valley Comic News. 
Then take a picture of you and/or your loved ones 


reading The Valley Comic News, in front of some 


special landmark -- then send us a copy of the picture 


and if it’s a good one, we’l] print it!!! 


Piece of cake. 


THE HUMAN RACE... le IU) : 


“ st BAe 


Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


VOTED 
"BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER? 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive,and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


yoIping sJayuuep :ojoNd - 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 I 


25 CENTRAL 


Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street © Northampton, MA © (413)-586-801 


PHILLIPS BROTHERS 
Painting Service | 


Commercial & Residential 


Interior & Exterior Painting 


Wine a ee eon nem 
Light Carpentry Work 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Brock Phillips 
584-5972 


TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 


Quins einem 9 


ws WHAT WE RAVEN T 


Yup—- \T FORCE 
US TO DO. 


. UNLESS INE DECIDE 


WANTED To DO... \We DON'T WANT To DO IT r 


> 


The 


L 
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4, 
y 


oa (SY 


MOSES Tee 1d Ee 


HUGE FUNGUS FOUND 10 BE LOCATED UNDER WHITE House 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET By Steve Newman 
Deforestation = eee Nr 


A region in India that once 
received one of the highest 


levels of rainfall inthe world 
is now facing an acute water short- 
age due to rapidly declining forest 
cover. The Times of India reported 
that 90 percent of the vegetation in 
and around the regionof Cherrapunji, 
in the northeastern state of Megha- 
laya, has been destroyed. Besides a 
sharp decrease in the former aver- 
age annual rainfall of 426 inches, 
most of the topsoil has been washed 
away by heavy runoff. ° 
’ Recent tribal clashes destroyed 
11,000 acres of forest in Kenya's Rift 
Valley Province. Forest official John 
Rotich said that local tribesmen had 
set fire to the woodlands to smoke 
out potential attackers. He warned 
that such destruction could signifi- 
cantly affect the rain pattem and 
environment of Kenya. 


Monarch Graveyard 


Millions of monarch butter- 
[we flies which migrated from 

Canada to Mexico have 
died as aresultof extensive defores- 
tation. The insects fly 3,000 miles 
each year from Canada to the Sierra 
Madre mountain range in the Mexi- 
can state of Michoacan. Decades of 
logging there for charcoal and other 
uses has left thousands of acres of 
butterfly breeding grounds barren 
despite efforts by conservationists 
to halt the practice. Poet and ecolo- 
gist Humero Aridjis told journalists 
that the ground in the area was “like 
a Carpet covered with dead butter- 
flies” after the creatures fell victim to 
the resulting ecological changes. 


Spring Twisters 

At least nine tornadoes 
=| swept across parts of 

Oklahoma, destroying 
buildings, downing power lines, and 
uprooting trees. One barely missed 
a densely populated part of King- 
ston, a city near the Texas border 


where some of the heaviest damage 
was reported. 


For the week ending 
May 15, 1992 


~ 


©1992 Chronicie'Features 
Eruptions 
eo Guatemala’s Pacaya Vol- 


AX cano began spewing 
rocks and lava which 


threatened the villages of El Cara- 
col, El Rodeo, and Patrocino. The 
eruption could also wipe out several 
square miles of coffee, maize, and 
bean crops about 30 miles south of 
Guatemala City. 

The Sicilian village of Zafferana 
was again threatened by lava from 
Mount Etna. 


Floods 


Hong Kong's worst flood- 
wets ing in 26 years turned 

Streets in the city into rag- 
ing streams after a foot of rain fell in 
less than 24 hours. In Costa Rica, 
three weeks of intense downpours 
have isolated some areas of the La 
Estrella Valley, and threaten to ruin 
crops in the country’s largest ba- 
nana-growing region. Rainstorms 
sweeping southern andcentral Chile 
inflicted considerable damage to 


THE NORTHAMPTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS PRESENTS 


SATURDAY, JUNE 6 
NORTHGMPTON AIRPORT 


HOT FOOD 
HOT MUSIC 


HOT AIR BALLOONS 
for info call: 584 - 7327 


houses, bridges, and highways. The 
Paraguayan government declareda 
State of emergency in flooded areas 
near ihe Paraguay River, swollen by 
heavy rains since February. 


Earthquakes 


Moderate earth move- 
KS ments were felt in northern 

and southern parts of Cali- 
fornia, western Iran, the China- 
Burma border area, Albania and the 
Greek Islands, northeastern Turkey, 
Japan's eastern Honshu Island, and 
southern Alaska. 


Deep Warming 

A study by Australian sci- 
((( (( ( entists has given some of 

the first evidence that 
globalwarming is affecting the ocean 
depths. A report in the journal Na- 
ture by oceanographer Nathan 
Bindoff shows that waters in the 
Tasman Sea between one-half mile 
and three miles deep have warmed 
steadily by .05 to .07 degrees Fahr- 


HELLO/ MARY 
| WHAT TIME WILL — 
Ea} SAY WHATS THAT NOISE 
S520| HOW CAN YOU STAND IT? 


<0] When you are rest- 


Ee 
Vostok, (Russia) 
Antarctica 


enheit during+the past 20 years. The 
warming has caused sea level inthe 
area to rise by approximately one 
inch. While the temperature rise may 
seem small, Bindoff said that it still 
represents an enormous transfer of 
heat energy into the deep ocean. 


Ravenous Rodents 
Hundreds of mice and rats 
j= have been gnawing 
through traffic-light cables 
in Athens, plunging the Greek capi- 
tal into chaos. Motorists in Athens 
barely pay attention to the 600 syn- 
chronized traffic signals during the 
best of times, but the rodent activity 
has made matters worse. Many other 
traffic lights in the city were knocked 
out recently by overly enthusiastic 
maintenance workers who doused 
them with high-pressure hoses to 
wash off masses of accumulated 
pigeon droppings and grime. 


Additional Sources: U. S. Climate Analysis 
Center, U. S. Earthquake Information Center, 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 


NOTHING BOTHERS 


less, sleepless, 


nervous, try 


ei Pr. Miles Nervine 


IDRYMILES NERVINE "Saguenoce  at 


THE FAR SIDE sy carv.arson 


__ 2... 0 5 Se 


In a tunnel under the Chicago River, a descendent of “| wouldn’t do that, bartender. ... Unless, of course, “Give me a hand here, boys! It’s young Will Hawkins! 
Mrs. O'Leary's cow follows her calling. you think you're fast enough.” ... Dang fool tried to ride into the sunset!” 


Come taste our 


Shrimp Ceviche 


<5 


; aN 
x 
‘5 ae i? 
Ai FERNS 
Thanks again for voting us # 1 
in Men’‘s High End Clothing! 


ist place 


Thornes Market, 150 Main St. e Northampton 585-0130 
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it wasn’t until he got home that Sahib realized the 
dang thing had no front end. 


{7 © 1932 Universal Press Syndicate 


SOARS 


Ge 


“TIl tell you what it looks like — it looks like it was 
done by a chimpanzee.” 


The first Dirt Capades 


can read even the smallest trail signs.” 


LEoL 


BY ROGER SALLOOM 


| have only one friend named 
BRAD. 

| guess that's because the rest 
were killed during the great BRAD 
purges of 1953,’62 and ‘74. 

My friend BRAD was born 
overseas in Asia when the last . 
purge happened. He likes it 
‘because it helps with girls at 
parties. 

Personally, | think it’s wrong to 
take advantage of his rare name. 
But I'll bet he’s always looking 
over his shoulder for potential 

BRAD bigots. 

| think people should be on guard 
against anti-BRADISM creeping 
subtley into their soul. 

It's everywhere, especially 
among the ignorant. I'm so glad ! 
live in a college town where 
everything is less obvious. 


| May be 


ge . “a a 
Li S 3 fy ~ 
of Te DO caT- i 2) 
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THAT WAY CAN COMPLAIN 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
DOESNT REPRESENT ME. 


WHEN I GROW UP, I'M NOT 
GOING TO REND THE NENS- 
PAPER AND I'M NOT GOING 


AND IM NOT 
. GOING TO NOTE. 


THIS \S THE \NORST ASSIGNMENT) 
EVER! I'M SUPPOSED TO THINK 
UP A STORY, WRITE IT, AND 
ILLUSTRATE IT 


Do I LOOK LIKE A NOVELST? 
THIS |S IMPOSSIBLE! 
I CANT TELL 


You CANT JUST TURN ON 

CREATWITY LIKE A FAUCET. 

You HAVE To BE IN THE 
RIGHT Moon. 


Do YOU HAVE AN (DEA FOR 
YOUR STORY YET? 


No, I'M 
WAITING FOR 
INSPIRATION. 


ZU OE 
AY) NY p Ne 


THEN, WHEN EVERYTHING GOES] | AN INGEN\OUSLY 
DOWN THE TUBES, T CAN SELF-FULFILLING | MORE FUN 


AW GEE, DID THE Tk 
DARN OL’ SUN : i 
NONE SOME MORE?” ATP 
f| 
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WHAT ABOUT YOUR 
EXPLANATION OF 
THE NOODLE 
INCIDENT ? 


\ 
oe 


NEGA oreapulg ssaig remanun ha pernauys:quoweneM 26610 


TY wut Moop 
1S THAT? 
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iF You ASK ME, THESE 

ASSIGNMENTS. DONT TEACH 
How To WRITE. THEY 

TEACH You How To HATE © 


GREETINGS; 8:30 CALVIN AND 


WOBBES / I'M 6:30 CALVIN 
AND THIS \S 6:30 HOBBES ! 


Do YOU MEAN TO SAY ITS 
TIME FoR BED AND YOU 
STILL HAVENT WRITTEN OUR 
STORY FOR SCHOOL?’ 


DEADLINES, RULES How 
TO DO IT, GRADES... How 
CAN NOU BE CREATIVE 
WHEN SOMEONES BREATHING 
DOWN YOUR NECK > 
/ 


T GUESS YOU SHOULD TRY 

NOT TO THINK ABOUT THE 
END RESULT Too MUCH AND 
JUST HAVE FUN WITH THE 

PROCESS OF CREATING. 


Be ee HOP IN THE TIME MACHINE, 
ROeouavess HOBBES! WE'RE GOING A FEW 
es) eo} HOURS INTO THE FUTURE! I'LL 
zi ; HAVE FINISHED MY STORY BY 
THEN, S WELL JUST Pick IT 
UP AND BRING IT BACK To 
THE PRESENT! THAT WAY, T 
WONT HAE TC WRITE IT? 


WE'LL JUMP AHEAD To MY 
BEDTIME AND. PICK UP MY 


THEN WELL RETURN TO THE 
PRESENT AND WE CAN GOOF 


WELL, SINCE WERE YoU FROM 
THE PAST, I SUPPOSE YOU 
KNOW WHY WERE HERE. 
DID YOU 00 THE HOMEWORK ? 


GET IT. 


WAIT A MINUTE! \F THE 
STORN HAD BEEN WRITTEN IN 
DONE BEFORE | YOUR PAST, THAT WOULD 
NOW, BECAUSE | MEAN Z SHOULD'VE 
TTS 8:30 AND | WRITTEN IT! 


HOW COULD IT OBYIOUSLY_IT 
BE DONE IF HAD TO BE 
You DIDNT 
WRITE ITP’ 


BUT THE 7:30 CALWIN 
CLEARIN DIDNT DO IT, 
oR You'D HAVE IT Now 
P AY 8:30. 


THAT MEANS THE HOMEWORK 
SHOULD'VE BEEN DONE 
BETWEEN MY TIME AND 
YOUR TIME. 


YEAH! THIS IS 
HIS FAULT! 


RIGHT. WE NEEDED | 
To DO If AT 7:30. 


fanerson Dat muted by Unvarsal Pres 


EVERY TIME I | WELL, MAYBE 
Do THAT, [ END) Not TWAT 

UP IN THE MUCH FUN. | 

| SCHOOL | 
E| PSYCHOLOGISTS | | 7 

OFFICE. 


SOMETHING DOESNT 
MAKE SENSE HERE, 
AND I THINK ITS 
ME SITTING IN 
THIS BOX. 


BECAUSE I CAME TO THE 
FUTURE To PICK IT UP WHEN 
\T WAS DONE / 


\F You HADNT SCREWED 
uP MY PAST, YOUR 

FUTURE WOULDNT BE 
LIKE THIS. 


| Healthy 
Mexican Food 
& 
Great Deals 
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Northampton @ 584-0673 
Amherst © 256-8217 
Springfield @ 788-0919 


Ay, Garry, we hardly knew ye.... 


That’s right — it’s that time again: Garry 
Trudeau, creator of Doonesbury, is taking 
another of those infernal sabbaticals of his. 
Seems like he just took one, doesn’t it? He 
did, too— only eight years ago. Seems like 
these young people don’t know what real 
work is anymore. He’s going to be gone 
from June to September, and then plans to 
start drawing again when George Bush, Bill 
Clinton, and Ross Perot are all out of the 
presidential race, and we get some real 
candidates in there. We'll be having 
Doonesbury re-runs over the summer. The 
Comic News wishes Garry and his family a 
lovely vacation, and reminds him to take 
along the SPF 30 sunblock. 


ae Se me le M6 ee 


humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


Progress notes on the remaking of the Male Image: 
° It is still rare in our society for aman to be seen as the 
“visible parent.” Sandy Alston, a45 yearold former advertising 
executive, has been out of work for 2 years. His wife has 
continued to work 9 to 5. The hardest thiag about his role as 
caretaker for his 3 year old daughter Cady is “being the only 
man in most public situations when I’m with my kid. The other 
day, we went to the library to sign up fora story-telling time. 
Waiting in line with fifty parents and their children, I noticed I 
was the only male overtheage of 4. My entire ontogeny scrolled 
before my eyes. My inner child slicked down his hair and 
looked for a place to hide. The macho stud in me snapped to 
attention and said ‘thanks for letting me into heaven.’ The 
husband in me tucked his shirt into his pants and checked his 
front for crumbs.” 

» Evidently, kids cared for by men look different than 
other children. Roy Reese remembers the time a female day 
care teacher remarked how she could always tell which days he 
dressed his son, Rory, and which days his wife chose the 
clothes. It was a sure thing that if Rory’s clothes were wrinkled 
or malcoordinated, Roy had dressed him. 

¢ Having more upper body strength allows a man to 
carry children in ways that women do not. Kids can be carried 
under the arm like a football, in the crook of the arm like a 
container of milk or suspended from the fingers like a yo-yo. 
They can become a lookout on a great sailing ship when riding 
high on the shoulders, a surfboard carried low on dad’s hip or 
a knapsack draped over his back. This new mobility gives kids 
today a perspective on the world that children of previous 
generations did not have. It’s like giving a kid who has only 
ridden a hobby horse a pass to Disneyland. 

* Once upon atime, men would gather together in bars 
for some raunchy gender-bonding while ladies would lunch 
and peruse life from a sensitive and emotional point of view. 
These days, it’s just as likely formen to be sipping Chablis and 
discussing Chippendale fumiture in someone’s living room 
while the women are in some bar screaming at a Chippendale 
dancer to take his clothes off. 

* The men’s movement is slowly starting to develop a 
more sensitive guy. Pee Wee Amoros sees many benefits 
emerging from his weekly male support group. “I’m no longer 
afraid to cry or express fear or glance down at other men in the 
locker room of the YMCA. I’m comfortable asking questions 
about the male experience. Questions like ‘do Native American 
men gather together and give each other European names?’” 

» For some older males like Duke Hodges, the time 
spent with other men can sometimes be described as psyche- 
delic. “I was in a sweat lodge with 9 other guys,” he recounts, 
“when we shared a vision of leaving our bodies and floating off 
to war together. We felt great because we had established our 
primitive maleness. Ironically, we weren’t in the woods when 
this happened. We were stuck in traffic for 3 hours inside a 
Dodge Caravan with the windows rolled up. 
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Hi, IM YOUR 
PAPER BOY, SIR. 
IM HERE TO 
FIX THE DISH- 

WASHER! 


GOOD MORNING, ALL! AS MANY OF 
YOUMAY KNOW, A aes CON- 


fs 


SELCAPED MALT IIT 


WevINA ret mmeecaT © 1972 08 Rew 


Wevietal petit trncecan © 1697 8 Pucca 
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PETER, ITS DAY 15 OF PEROTS 
MEDIA MORATORIUM, ANDALL 


MANY VOTERS APPARENTLY STILL RL 

ANITA HILL WAS TREATED DREADFULLY 

BY THE SENATE MEN'S CLUB. AMONG 

THEM 15 NEWSPAPER EDITOR ANGELA 

WRIGHT, A YOUNG REPUBLICAN HO 

USED TOWORK WITH JUDGE THOMAS... 
A 


"ATONE — WHY DREDGE UPTHIS 
DREADFUI 


15 RECALLING || RECALL BEING | 
ANINCIDENT || ATASEWINAR... 


LEADING AUTHORITIES, WHO ARE 

DRILLING PEROT ON ECONOMICS, 

THE ENVIRONMENT, DEFENGE AND 
FOREIGN POLICY, SAY HE/S ONLY 

DAYS AWAY FROM DECIDING 


WHAT HE BELIEVES IN. 
= 


FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
MAAM. IM HERE 


MS, HILLS, LIAS BLOCKED FROM PUBLICLY 
TESTIFYING, INSTEAD, HER STATEMENT 
HIAS QUIETLY SUPPED INTO THE RECORD, 
FEW PEOPLE HAVE EVER SEEN IT... 


". AND HE WOUD SAY THINGS 
ABOUT INDWIDUAL FEGPLES 
ANATONY, I REMEM : 
CIFICALLY HIM SAYING THATONE 
WOMAN HADA BIG A=-." ~ 


HI, IM A SOFT- 
WARE SALESMAN! |: 
IM HERE TO 
FIX THE GOV- 
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“ATONE POINT, 


CLARENCE 
THOMAS CAME FORGIVE ME, 
IM CHATTER- 


se 
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CLOTHING 


JEWELRY 


WORLD 


LOCATED 
ABOVE PINOCCHIO'S 
1292 MAIN‘STREET 
NORTHAMPTON , MA 01060 


413 -585 -0815 
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3. Pleasant St., Amherst + 104 Federal St., Greenfield 


253-7722 774-3701 
| 0% OFF O% OFF || | 
q ALL Clothing Automaxi Racks | 


Bellwether, Trek Wear, 
Vigorelli, J.T., Giordana 


15% OFF 0% OFF oe 
- ALL Shoes and Bags ALL Helmets 


Shimano, Specialized, alan, Bell, Rbode Gear, Giro 


Europe's #1 Roof Racks 
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You've only got 9 days! 


June 4 thru the 13 4 


